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SNA KANSAS KARRIER 

Attend SNA’s LAC 2017 with  
SNF Scholarship 

Would you like to attend SNA’s Legislative 
Action Conference (LAC) in Washington, 
DC on April 2-4, 2017 to learn from Wash-
ington insiders and join the annual Charge 
to the Hill? The School Nutrition Foundation 
is now accepting applications for the        
Josephine Martin National Policy Fellow 
from September 15-November 15, 2016!  
The Fellow will get to attend LAC with ex-
penses up to $3,000 paid and be recog-
nized at the event. To apply, you must: 

 Be an active SNA employee or manager 
section member, who has been a SNA 
member for at least three years, as of 
LAC 2017 (since no later than April 1, 
2014) 

 Have never previously attended LAC 

 Be interested in child nutrition policy 
 
Director-level members are not eligible for 
this fellowship. For questions, please con-
tact scholarships@schoolnutrition.org or 
(800) 877-8822. 

 
Let’s Recruit and Win! Join the 2016 
Back to School Membership Drive  
 
Our state association is participating in 
this year’s Back to School Membership 
Drive, and we could win big! This drive 
began on September 1, 2016 and will 
end on November 30, 2016. Our state 
association could win a free registration 
to National Leadership Conference 2016 
in Baltimore- so, help us recruit more 
members.  
You could be a winner, too! Recruit five 
or more new members between June 1, 
2016 and May 31, 2017 and you will be 
automatically entered into a drawing to 
win 1 of 5 VIP registrations to SNA’s 
2018 Annual National Conference (ANC) 
in Las Vegas, Nevada.*. Let’s recruit and 
win together! Visit 
www.schoolnutrition.org/recruit for more 
information and complete rules. 

SNA Unveils New PR Campaign Celebrating School Nutrition Professionals 
 
SNA launched a new PR campaign that celebrates 
hard-working school nutrition professionals who are 
dedicated to serving healthy meals to over 30 million 
kids each day. The campaign has many tools which 
you can download and share to help spread the 
word about the work SNA is doing. Elements include 
customizable breakfast and lunch flyers, sharable 
content for social media and a short video.  For 
more information about the campaign and to down-
load the tools, visit www.schoonutrition.org/
PRcampaign. 

https://schoolnutrition.org/LAC2017/
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http://www.schoolnutrition.org/Membership/BackToSchoolMembershipDrive/
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https://schoolnutrition.org/PRCampaign
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SNA 2017-18 National Committee Openings 
Interested in serving on a SNA National Committee? Serving on a SNA national committee offers 
exciting opportunities to grow professionally, develop new skills, work on issues from a national per-
spective and make a contribution to the school nutrition profession.  
 
The School Nutrition Association (SNA) has six committees to which members are appointed to 
serve: Membership, Nutrition & Research, Political Action Committee, Professional Development, 
Public Policy and Legislation and Resolutions and Bylaws. This is an opportunity to play an active 
role in shaping the future of school nutrition programs. There are 23 open committee positions for 
2017-18. Each committee is charged by the Board of Directors to complete work assigned by the 
President, based on the Association’s Strategic Plan. To see the open positions and download the 
committee interest form, please visit: https://schoolnutrition.org/AboutSNA/LeadershipOpp/.  
Please return the committee interest form by December 15, 2016. For questions, please contact 
Deborah Van Balen, Executive Assistant, at dvanbalen@schoolnutrition.org, or (800) 877-8822, ext. 
114.  

SNA National Survey Reveals Increased     
Efforts to Promote Healthy Choices  
 
A new national survey of school meal program 
operators reveals that more school cafeterias 
are utilizing strategies to increase consumption 
of fruits, vegetables and other healthy choices, 
while expanding student access to school meals 
through programs such as the Community Eligi-
bility Provision. The findings are part of School 
Nutrition Association (SNA)’s School Nutrition 
Operations Report: The State of School Nutrition 
2016, based on survey responses from nearly 
1,000 school nutrition directors nationwide. 
 
“Just like parents, school nutrition professionals 
know that offering kids healthier options is only 
half the battle – we also have to entice them to 
eat those nutritious choices,” said SNA Presi-
dent Becky Domokos-Bays, PhD, RD, SNS. 
“Despite tight meal program budgets, school nu-
trition professionals are employing creative tac-
tics to promote healthy menu options as they 
welcome students back to the school cafeteria.” 
Read the full story in SNA’s press release. 

Calling All K-12 Schools: Join the Fight to Re-

duce Food Waste 

The School Nutrition Foundation (SNF) in collabo-
ration with the Environmental Research & Educa-
tion Foundation (EREF), a non-profit organization 
that funds and directs scientific research and edu-
cational initiatives for waste management practic-
es, is requesting the help of elementary, middle 
and high schools, as well as K-12 institutions, 
across the United States to gather data to quantify 
both school waste and related waste, such as 
packaging, containers, etc. For more information 
or to learn how to sign up, visit 
www.schoolnutrition.org.  

 

Joint Letter to Congress Reinforces Message 
to Stop the Block 
We would love to add your organization to the list 
of those signing SNA’s joint letter expressing con-
cern over the block grant pilot program provision 
in H.R. 5003, the Improving Child Nutrition and Ed-
ucation Act of 2016.  
Please take two minutes to add your organization 
to the joint letter. 

The final letter will be sent directly to the Chairman 
and Ranking Members of the House Education and 
the Workforce Committee. It will also be distributed 
across Congress and child hunger networks to 
demonstrate widespread opposition to the block 
grant provision. This joint letter is for organizations 
only. Individuals can complete a message to their 
legislators. 

https://schoolnutrition.org/AboutSNA/LeadershipOpp/
mailto:dvanbalen@schoolnutrition.org
https://schoolnutrition.org/NewsPublications/PressReleases/SNANationalSurveyRevealsIncreasedEffortsToPromoteStudentConsumptionOfHealthyChoices/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/16swvLCXpPySzUyl9kBDU4l9LtHFCToCdZl71fm76uA0/edit
http://edworkforce.house.gov/uploadedfiles/improving_child_nutrition_and_education_act_of_2016.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/16swvLCXpPySzUyl9kBDU4l9LtHFCToCdZl71fm76uA0/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/16swvLCXpPySzUyl9kBDU4l9LtHFCToCdZl71fm76uA0/viewform?edit_requested=true
http://www.schoolnutrition.org/takeaction
http://www.schoolnutrition.org/takeaction


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The SNA-KS Annual Conference was held October 21-23 in Wichita Kansas.  We were busting at 

the seams with almost 200 attendees and over 80 Industry booths.  This year’s conference was fo-

cused on helping members gain knowledge and skills to Help Build a Great Child Nutrition Program.  

We hosted four national speakers:  Jeff Joiner, Craig Weidel, Matthew Essner and Gay Anderson 

(SNA Vice President).  A new conference format of 2 hour classes allowed attendees to engage in 

deeper conversation and in depth exploration of session topics. Many thanks to our Industry Commit-

tee:  Scott Kingery, Jayci Dalton, Glenda Johnston and Steven Newman as well as our Confer-

ence Planning Committee:  Stan Vallis, Terri Jo Markham, Jennifer Tatro and Jessica Younker. 

We also appreciate the support of our Industry Partners (a complete list of Industry booths, as well as 

our Patron Sponsors, is available on the website.   



 

 

 

A Special Thanks goes out to the Conference Planning Committee.  Each 

of these people dedicated many hours to planning every aspect of the 

conference, from start to finish.  

 

…Menu planning for each event, room set up of tables and lighting, selec-

tion of training rooms to accommodate numbers of attendees, scheduling 

of events, and…oh…so much more!! 

 

Additional special contributions: 

Stan Vallis – Selected Trainers and drafted content of training. 

Terry Markhum – drafted the printed program, keeping information in order 

and sensible. 

Jessica Younker – scheduling & logistics: who was where, when, how long 

and what they were covering. 

Jennifer Tatro – designed & managed the program for online registration 

for Industry and SNA-KS Members. 

 

Also a Special Thank You to our Industry committee: Scott Kingery and 

Jayci Dalton, as well as their support team of Glenda Johnston and Steven 

Newman.  Their team put together a great showcase for us. It’s a lot of 

hard work and they did a wonderful job! 

2016 Fall Conference In Wichita 

Special Recognition 



 

 



 

 

 

You are invited to help identify the five School Nutrition Heroes to be recognized 

in 2017. Help us tell the stories of school nutrition heroes and shine a much-

deserved spotlight on the extraordinary efforts of SNA members.  

CRITERIA: 

Must be a member of SNA 

Goes far “above and beyond” their job responsibilities to make an impact in their school and/or commu-

nity 

Have made or are making a difference in the lives of others  

Have done or are currently doing truly extraordinary things in their school and/or community  

Must be nominated by a member of SNA   

Nominators may submit only one nomination for consideration.  

Industry partners may submit only one nomination from the company.  

Application must be received no later than Friday, October 21, 2016. 

Got someone in mind? The process is simple: 

In 500 words or less, answer these two questions about the nominee. 

Why should your nominee be recognized as a School Nutrition Hero? 

What are specific examples of the impact the nominee has had on the lives of others? 

Please note that nominations that exceed the word count for either of the two questions (500 each) 

will be disqualified. 

 

Get Dollars Back for Scholarships in Our State 
 
The School Nutrition Foundation (SNF) has created an 
exciting opportunity for us at Kansas SNA to better 
serve you: our members!  State Affiliates which reach 
3% of participation from members in donating to the 
SNF Annual Fund (and a specific dollar amount) will re-
ceive 20% of the dollars donated in the state.  States 
which reach 5% participation and a specific dollar goal 
will receive 25% of the dollars donated. The money re-
ceived by the state as part of this program will be availa-
ble for scholarships for professional development and/or 
attendance at SNA meetings just for our members.  
 
You can support school nutrition through education, re-
search, and scholarships by making an SNF Annual 
Fund contribution and help our state get dollars back for 
scholarships. If you would like to help, contact our SNF 
state ambassador, Elaine Harris at 
elaine_harris@usd368.org.  


