
 

 

 
 
M
a
r
c
h 
 
2
0
1
8 

SNA KANSAS KARRIER 

#ANC18 Sneak Peek—Register Early and Save! 
Preparations are in full swing for SNA’s 72

nd
 Annu-

al National Conference in July 9-12 in Las Vegas, 
the premier learning and networking event of your 
profession with more than 6,000 attendees from 
across the nation! Check your March issue of 
School Nutrition for a sneak peek of #ANC18—
featuring inspiring keynote speakers, expanded 
pre-conference workshops, 120+ education ses-
sions and 800+ exhibitors. Plus, ANC First-Timer 
Scholarships in the amount of $500 to help cover 
the cost of attending are available through the School Nutrition Foundation. This year’s 
ANC will be the most informative, engaging and inspiring in SNA history, so don’t miss 
out—register now! Remember to take note of the schedule change for 2018—unlike in 
previous years, the conference officially begins on Monday July 9, and runs through 
Thursday, July 12, with pre-conference workshops occurring on Sunday, July 8. 

2018 Legislative Action Conference 
Recap 

SNA’s 46th annual Legislative Action 
Conference (LAC) brought together 
expert perspectives in school nutrition, 
SNA members and advocates who 
came together united in the mission to 
share their compelling stories that 
help shape national policy in child nu-
trition. Check out the highlights from 
#LAC18 in Washington, D.C.; includ-
ing the annual Charge to the Hill. 

New Leadership Elected for SNA! 
Members of the School Nutrition Association 
(SNA) have spoken, casting their ballots in the 
annual election for the Association’s top leader-
ship positions. The winning candidates for the 
Board of Directors will be installed this summer 
during SNA’s Annual National Conference (ANC) 
in Las Vegas, Nevada, and will serve under the 
leadership of incoming President Gay Anderson, 
SNS. The elected Leadership Development 
Committee members began their term March 1, 
2018, under the leadership of Chair Becky Do-
mokos-Bays. Learn more. 

USDA Extends Food Crediting in Child Nutrition Programs Comment Period 
In a Federal Register Notice published on February 17, 2018, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) announced that they were ex-
tending the comment period for the Food Crediting in Child Nutrition Programs: Re-
quest for Information (RFI). The information collection, as previously reported in Tues-
day Morning, intended to help FNS gather feedback from stakeholders on how the 
crediting system can be improved, as well as to offer customer service to those oper-
ating and benefitting from the Child Nutrition Programs (CNP). The new due date for 
comments is April 23, 2018, and can be submitted through the Federal Register. 
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Best of #SNIC18: Making Plant-Based Eating Do-
able and Desirable in K-12  
Wednesday, March 28, 2018, 2:00 pm ET 
Are plant-based proteins nutritious and safe for 
growing children? Join this webinar to explore this 
growing trend and examine the nutritional adequacy 
of plant-based diets in K-12.  
Successful completion of the webinar and quiz is 
awarded 1 SNA CEU, or 1 CPEU for RDs/DTRs.  
> Learn More 
 
2018 Webinar Registration Opening Soon! 

 April 4, 2018 Best of #SNIC18: When it Comes to 
Food and Ingredients, What Do Consumers Really 
Want? 
April 11, 2018 Community Eligibility Series, Part 3: 
Strategies for Partial Implementation  

 
Participation in Webinar Wednesdays will help you 
earn CEUs toward your USDA Professional Stand-
ards annual training requirements, along with your 
SNA Certificate or SNS Credential. All webinars are 
held at 2 pm Eastern Time (1 pm CT/Noon MT/11 
am PT). For more information and to access the 
webinar archive, please visit 
www.schoolnutrition.org/webinars. 

National School Breakfast Week 2018—
Share Your Celebration and Enter the  

Contest! 
How did you and your students celebrate Na-
tional School Breakfast Week using the 2018 
theme I Heart School Breakfast? We want to 
hear from you! After your #NSBW18 celebra-
tion is complete, send high-resolution photos 
and brief recaps of your NSBW activities to 
snmagazine@schoolnutrition.org and you 
might see your celebration featured in School 
Nutrition magazine! Make sure you also enter 
the NSBW18 Contest! Kellogg’s® and SNA 
joined forces this year to recognize schools 
that go above and beyond in spreading the 
word about the benefits of a healthy school 
breakfast with creative and innovative ways to 
increase school breakfast participation. You 
could win a registration to #ANC18 in Las Ve-
gas as well as a fun and delicious Kellogg’s® 
prize package! Visit the contest website or 
download the flyer for more details and to 
submit your school’s winning ideas by March 

30! 

Food Allergy Experts are Here to Help! 
We have food allergy experts on standby for 
your most pressing food allergy questions. Vis-
it SNA’s Food Allergy Resources Page to ask 
a specific question you’ve always been curious 
about. You will receive a reply from a dedicat-
ed National Peanut Board Food Allergy Expert. 
On SNA’s Food Allergy Resource Page, you 
will also find food allergy webinars, FAQs, and 
tons of reliable resources from the associa-
tions, academies, and networks you trust 
most. 

Use SNA’s Block Grant Calculator! 
By now, you’ve heard of the potential damage that a school meal block grant could inflict on school nu-
trition programs. SNA’s easy to use, printable block grant calculator can you give you a clearer estimate 
of how much your local schools and students stand to lose. Attendees of SNA’s Legislative Action Con-
ference (LAC) are encouraged to bring their eye-opening results to share with their respective legisla-
tors. 
 
To use the Block Grant Calculator: 

Complete the green fields. 
Part one shows immediate loss of funds to your program. 
Part two shows percent decrease in funds over three years. 
Part three shows the cumulative losses over three years. 

 
Check out SNA’s block grant flyer for more information. Contact us at advocacy@schoolnutrition.org if 
you have any questions! 
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SNA-KS Regional Training Classes. 

Your Kansas School Nutrition Association now provides Regional Training Workshops support.  These are a single day format with 4 to 5 

hours of Qualified Training provided by experts in the know for Professional Development in the field of Child Nutrition. 

At our last State Conference, we surveyed our members to see what training they needed.  The responses were surprisingly what we 

were thinking they would be.  It’s not training on meals, or temps of products, cooking or quality of food, etc.  It was mostly about peo-

ple, You, Me and They.  You know the “other”, “crazy” people we all work with. Lol 

So, we reached out to Cindy Johnson, Training Coordinator for Child Nutrition and Wellness at the Kansas State Department of Educa-

tion.  She put together 2 new training classes to help address relationships, stress and the workplace. 

The first class was called “Getting Grit – Stress Management Strategies”.  This is a 1 1/2 hour class helping us to work thru handling our 

stress factors, with exercises designed to help the individual focus on their personal stresses. 

The second class is about “Respecting Generational Differences” in the workplace. Being on the same team and bridging the gap of ex-

pectations and communication.  We’re all exactly the same…only different. We come from different generations, but we can find harmo-

ny together. 

Cindy Johnson presented both of these classes with her great style of interacting with the audience for maximum engaged learning.  We 

appreciate Cindy’s time and commitment to tailoring her presentations to fit the current need of the audience.  

Students with meal modification needs are increasing in numbers each school year and our members need current, relevant information 

to service this special population. When there is a food allergy or intolerance, how can our meals fit the special need or request? Most 

important, WHY should we care about serving these needs?  

We also reached out to Kevin Sauer, PhD, RDN, FAND/Associate Professor at the College of Human Ecology at Kansas State University. He 

presented evidence-based research to the group. He also shared powerful video “stories” that inspired the group to understand the 

“why” behind the need to care about handing food allergy and intolerance request.  

Shaw Wa Chapter #2 of the School Nutrition Association of Kanas sponsored the event on February 24, 2018 and it was hosted at the 

Auburn Washburn School District.  

The workshop can be replicated around the state.  SNA-KS will assist in bring together the people and resources to provide quality train-

ing in your neck of the woods also.  There is NO COST for these services.  Registration is FREE for participants and SNA-KS will cover most 

costs associated with providing the workshop. 

All we need is a projected Date, Time, Location and a HOST to hold the program.  We will work with local Directors in the area to organ-

ize and strategize to make your event a learning success. 

Start making plans now for September, October and November, these are great times to hold a workshop.  The SNA-KS Conference will 

be March 29-31 in Overland Park, Kanas so how about hosting something in your area in the Fall? Get your teams working together to 

make a difference in your workplace.  Commit to a workshop with SNA-KS Regional Training Team. 

You can write or call for more information. 

Contact:  SNA-KS President 

                 Stan Vallis 785-339-4042    

   or E-Mail:    Vallista@usd437.net 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


